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How To Keep Schools Open
Advocates of school integration have attempted to put over
several intellectual frauds on the people of the South during the
'p ast few years.
The first of these was the myth of inevitability . . . 44integra_
tion is coming, it's the wave of. the future, you have the choice
of accepting it now or later." That myth was exploded in the
summer of 1955 when organized resistance roundly defeated the
first attempts at public school integration in the Deep South.
Another was
the so-called 44moderate" fraud ... "I'm not for
•
segregation or integration, I'm for law and order." These little
dissimulators have since been exposed to the light of day for
what they really are ... theoretical drawing-room race-mixers.
Another is the ,canard we still h~ar occasionally ... the South
must integrate to please 4'world opini'on" (whatever that is). This
is perhaps the most inane of all. What self-respecting nation has
ever placed itself in the ridiculous, position of reversing its social
()rder to please "the world?" One is reminded of the silly antics
cf the man in Aesop's fable who tried to please every passerby,
and earned instead their well-deserved contempt.
The latest fraud the busy' little integrators are trying to
perpetrate on a partially-unsuspecting public is . . . 4'Your choice
now is ... accept token integration or close your public schools."
Token integration is , held out as a less unpleasant alternative to the bugaboo of no schools . . • perish the thought. In
fact, token integration is painted in rather pleasant pastel shades
... after all, just a token few. perfumed, beribboned, bedecked,
hand-picked, cotton-pickin', educated, elucidated, fumigated,
super, de-looper, de-luxe pickaninnies, who speak better English
than any Southern white you ever saw quoted in Time or Life.
The assumed alternative of no public schools .is painted
in the brackish hues of utter doom ... our best young people
leaving for an integrated paradise, our region returning, to the
dark ages, incomes declining, industry by-passing us, the clock
being turned back, snuff-dipping com in' back, shanties getting
shanti~r, and weeds growing everywhere. Why, do tell .••
when these slick peddlers of token integration get through, a
body would think we owed those c,u te little cultured pearls an
undying debt of gratitude for saving us po' whites frum all
them bad ole things.
~1ention is carefully avoided, of course, of the fact that there
is no such thing as token integration. Those unfortunate "moderates" in certain areas of North Carolina and Virginia know by now
that you can't do business with the NAACP. You are either for
segregation, or you are for integration, without prefix, suffix or
-affix.
The bogey-man of a state's entire public school system being
closed down is paraded as a divisive tactic. Its purpose is to
pre-occupy attention with educational problems per se, which are
rnonumental and complex, and to create this imaginary burden
as the only alternative to integrating with a chosen fe\v of
Eleanor's darlings.
The patent dishonesty of such an either-or choice should be
obvious.
Let no one labor for one minute under the mistaken notion
that Deep South stat,es would hesitate to go out of the public
school busine.ss, if that should become necessary to preserve
our right to educate our children in segregated schools. The
temper of the people would demand it. And a satisfactory system of white private schools would be quickly devised to meet
the educational 'needs of our children. In this eventuality, it
remains to be seen what the colored people would do to cope
with the crisis thus forced upon them by the Warren Court
and the NAACP.
During the 1957-58 school session, the state of ~'1ississippi,
to mention just one example, paid a total cost of $23,922,209 for
Negro public school edllcation. It is figured conservatively that
\vhite taxpayers paid 90 percent of this amount. \Vhich of the
t\\'O races is better able to look after its own, therefore, should
be abundantly clear. The NAACP has proved conclusively by
it~ actions in Little Rock that it doesn't give a hoot ahout educat-

ing Negro children. All it cares about is the agitation of their
parents.
What is the alternative to integration or no public schools?
The alternative is seize the initiative . . . to beat the mixers to
the punch ... to CCgit thar fustest with the mostest."
Let's look at the lay of the land a moment.
It is not easy for the NAACP to instigate school integration
suits. They are difficult, time-consuming and expensive, and they
are becoming more so. In addition to finding and grooming their
hand-picked plaintiffs, they need several specific conditions favorable to integration in the ,community selected for attack. These
conditions are:
(~) A local school board predisposed to integration, or at
least inclined to theoretical do-goodery. Many of the
school incidents that have occurred in states of the Upper
South were brought about. by "blue-prints for integration"
originating in the school boards.
(2) Local mayors or city commissioners controlled by the
combined pressures of bloc voting and influential ,cmoderates. "
(3) Local law enforcement agencies under the same control.
(4) The local press, or important segments of it, campaigning
actively for integration.
(5) A softening-up period characterized by systematic programs _in civic clubs and groups to create a climate of
opinion in the community favorable to integration, or at
least resigned to accept it.
(6) State government cooperating in the attempt, or immobilized into neutrality.
(7) Lack of well-organized resistance in the target community.
The conditions listed above have been common, in varying
degrees, to every successful thrust by the NAACP against Southern ·communities.
A quick analysis of the seven necessary steps to school integration will indicate the obvious strategy to prevent any such
attack from getting started. Every community needs a strong
pro-segregation school board, composed of fearless men who will
defy the mixers; municipal, county and state officials equally
fearless, detennined and capable of providing the necessary leadership; an honest local press; speakers for civic clubs to keep conlmunity leadersl}ip informed as to their vital financial stakes in
this struggle; and last, but most important, alert, capable, strong
organization which will guarantee the existence of the other
conditions, which will solidify the will to victory, and translate
it into constructive action.
The need for local organization strong enough to meet any
~ventuality is too plain for further comment.
No school should be closed too hastily at the mere ~hreat
of integration. No situation should be created voluntarify that
will play into the hands of the mixers, where integration can be
pushed under the guise of pious pleas to "save our schools."
Every inch of ground should be hotly contested. If any is to
be closed, let it be closed by the act of integration itself, ' so it
will be clear to all that the NAACP and the Federal government
are responsible . Let's see how many individual school buildings
they are prepared to close down like that. Let's see how many
individual school buildings they can keep closed like that.
Rememher, not a single Negro has he en integrated into a
Southern school against powerful organized state and local resistance that refuses to yield. \Ve don't think one ever will he.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
WRITE TO THE
EDUCATIONAL FUND OF THE

CITIZENS' COUNCILS
GREENWOOD, MISS.
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READ AND PASS ON

WE NEF:D YOUR HEI,P
We hope you can make .a contribution to the
Educational Fund which will be used to
(1) Publish and distribute nationwide factual literature presenting the case for states' rights and
racial integrity.
(2) Initiate a movement to enter the national propaganda media such as the national press services,
television, radio, national publications and the
motion picture industry.
Our auditors believe contributions will be deductible from your income tax. Every effort will be made
10 get this tax-free status, and we believe these efforts
will be successful.
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